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Henry Esmond

WILLIAM MAKEPEACE THACKERAY (1811-63) was born in
India, but he lived nearly all his life in England. At first
he had a hard struggle to make his way as a novelist, but
Vanity Fair (1847) brought his name to the front.

The following pages are from his long historical novel,
Henry Esmond (1852). When the story opens, Henry Esmond
is a lonely, neglected boy, living in the great house of Castle-
wood, the home of the Viscounts of Castlewood. In the early
chapters Lord Castlewood joins a plot to assist James II, the
Roman Catholic king who has just been expelled in favour
of the Protestants William and Mary. The chief agent in the
conspiracy is Father Holt, a Jesuit who is Henry's tutor. The
extract describes the melancholy result of the proposed rising.

Later in the story Esmond takes part in the Marlborough
wars and has many adventures both at home and abroad.
At the very end he emigrates to America and manages the
Castlewood estates there.

130